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Tamario Smith Cause of Death

On May 10, 2020 Tamario Smith died suddenly and unexpectedly while in custody at
the Santa Cruz County Jail. A thorough investigation was conducted by the Coroner’s
Unit which included comprehensive testing to include Covid-19. Our forensic pathologist
determined Mr. Smith’s cause of death to be acute water intoxication, due to the over
consumption of water in a short period of time. The over consumption of water was
influenced by Mr. Smith’s underlying mental health issues. This water consumption led
to an electrolyte imbalance, which caused Mr. Smith’s organs to fail, leading to Mr.
Smith’s death.

The autopsy, testing and investigation showed no evidence of trauma, foul play, Covid-
19 or other evidence that he had ingested any caustic or poisonous substances. Mr.
Smith’s death was classified as an accident.

PREPARED BY:
Ashley Keehn
Santa Cruz County Sheriff's Office

Follow us on: n @) m



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwih7KrFsavZAhVnr1QKHS5ECHgQjRwIBw&url=https://en.facebookbrand.com/assets&psig=AOvVaw3B_qa76sqoCtPVDE8vH6JU&ust=1518903210924399
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwijq8fUsavZAhXnv1QKHWfDDnIQjRwIBw&url=https://en.instagram-brand.com/guidelines/general&psig=AOvVaw2UL_nKScEbgkOL1fe17Dr0&ust=1518903244205842
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwil_o3psavZAhVLjlQKHditA2UQjRwIBw&url=http://scalar.usc.edu/works/lopes-ambition/twitter-logo&psig=AOvVaw1vp3dgc5iIH8my3ofDuky0&ust=1518903287399359

